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of mine, deeply suffering, saw this paragraph, and desired
me to inquire about it. As it did not purport to be an
advertisement, and credited Dr. Hardwicke with the laud-
able anxiety to be frank with his brethren, I felt I could not
refuse to inquire for details, when I received the reply from
Dr. Hardwicke that the newspaper report somewhat mis-
represented him, and "the treatment has not yet reached
that state of perfection that would justify me in making
any public statement, or otherwise publishing details." He
added, " I hope to be able to place something useful before
the public soon." I wrote suggesting to Dr. Hard wicke the
desirableness of his correcting the statement in the news-
paper that he was ready to communicate the details to
his brethren ; but he took no notice of this. I thought it so
important that I asked the journal in question to do so; but
it did not in any way notice my request. I then communicated
what I had done to Dr. Hardwicke, and I received a casti-
gation from him which could not have been more severe if I
had charged Dr. Hardwicke with instigating the paragraph
in the newspaper.

This is a slight matter as far as it affects the courtesy or
otherwise of the correspondence between Dr. Hardwicke
and me. though I must say that I acted with perfect respect
to Dr. Hardwicke. But as it regards the public, and espe-
cially the most pitiable subjects of cancer, it is a most grave
matter. Only such sufferers and their medical men can realise
the cruelty of premature notices of cure, especiallv in news-
papers where they are seen by the credulous. When they
.’are not only premature, but contain an invitation to
medical men to invite details, they are specially per-
micious, and should have the immediate disclaimer of any
medical man whose name is involved. If I am right, Dr.
Hardwicke should on June 20th have had his disclaimer in
the journal which made the statement. Up till now I have
not seen or heard of such a disclaimer. The letter in THE
LANCET will be seen by the profession who have not neces-
sarily seen the paragraph in your daily contemporary, and
who will certainly not bf misled by it. The readers of the
paper in question and the cancer sufferers are still, at the
- 8nd of three weeks, in the happy belief that Dr. Hardwicke
has a cancer cure of which he is so sure that he has taken
his brethren into confidence, and possibly they are rushing
to him in hundreds. I ask you, Sirs, for your opinion of

&deg;the duty of medical men who are misrepresented in such 
vital matters by newspapers, and also of medical men whose
patients are so misled. -I am, Sirs, yours obediently,

J. G. GLOVER.

SHIP SANITATION AND SHIP SURGEONS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,- This important subject was brought before Parlia-
ment last night, and there is only time for this week’s issue
of THE LANCET to quote a few out of many undeniable
’facts from a series of eleven published letters on "Ship
Sanitation" and from my book, "The Ship’s Surgeon of
To-day," that have been submitted, as they appeared in
print from October, 1889, to February, 1891, to the Marine
Department of the Board of Trade, as well as to the leading
steamship companies, medical schools at home and in the
United States of America, &c. First, in 1886 the managers
of a first class Atlantic line declined to reappoint me
after performing for three years the duties of ship
surgeon of ss. C- in the " most carefal, atten-
tive, and efficient manner") when they had read and
treated with silent contempt two respectful sanitary
reports containing, amongst others, these complaints-
viz : Ventilation.-Two ventilators improperly removed.-
Defective ventilation of firemen’s room, through foul
- emanations from filth beneath the wood between it and the
iron deck, causing an epidemic of blood-poisoning and one
death, only remedied by strong protest and earnest request. 1
Large steerage hospital, main deck, has no ventilator,boarded up to roof all round. Chief hospital of s.s. C-,
occupied by purser for nearly the three years I was her ship’s
surgeon. Another hospital occupied by the refrigerator
,official. The death of head steerage steward A., accelerated
through disregard of my frequent medical warnings that his
health was breaking down under thesteeragefoul atmosphere.
Secondly : In the spring of 1889 the directors of another
(perhap.3 the most experienced of the Atlantic lines), declined
to reappoint me-although they wrote " your conduct has

1 The new deck cost the managers &pound;100.

been entirely satisfactory to those captains under whose
command you sailed "-after they had perused my sanitary
reports, containing, amongst other complaints, the follow-
ing-viz : Firemen’s room constantly wet from bad ventila-
tion and drainage. This company forbid, since 1885, the
ship’s surgeon to supply the Board of Trade with the com-
plete sanitary report alluded to above, deliberately drawing
their pen through the vital question (amongst other expunged
questions) of ventilation, thus compelling the unprotected
ships’ surgeons to insult and silence their consciences,
and the manager directed that the doctor’s mutilated
reports should be sent in the ship’s despatch box under
cover to him ! Here is their official order to their surgeons
upon the ships’ hospitals. "The hospitals are to be under
the surgeon’s charge only when occupied by patients, at
which time he will be responsible for their cleanliness and
proper ventilation. When unoccupied they are to be at the
captain’s disposal." Consequently their hospitals are some-
times occupied by steerage passengers, as in s.s..B-- last
year. I respectfully submit that these facts afford proof
that seamen and their ship’s surgeons have substantial
grievances because ship owners will not conscientiously
carry out the sanitary improvements to which the crews are
entitled by the official regulations.2
In another letter I propose to submit to the profession

some more important facts to meet the evasive reply of the
President of the Board of Trade.

I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.
C. H. LEET, F.R.C.S.

THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF MEDICINE BY RESEARCH.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,- Will you allow us to bring before the notice of

the medical profession the important Association known by
the above name, and remind them of the nature and value
of the work in which it is engaged ? It may be remembered
that the Association was called into being at the time of
the passing of the " Cruelty to Animals Act," when a
sudden hindrance was thrown in the way of physiological
and pathological investigation. It was therefore deemed
advisable by many of the leaders of the profession in London
to form an Association to protect and assist those who were
engaged in these important pursuits. The contributions
allowed us for a time to assist these gentlemen by pecuniary
grants, but of late we have been able to do little more
than aid intending investigators by advice and help
in obtaining their licences. These gentlemen have expressed
themselves thankful for the assistance thus afforded them.
The Association has hitherto been supported mainly by
those who have been interested in scientific work ; but now
that researches are taking a wide range, including many
subjects in practical medicine, an appeal for assistance is
made to the profession at large. The valuable results
already obtained from the pathological laboratories are too
well known to need any comment. Our old friends and
supporters have already commenced to aid us by the follow-
ing contributions :-Dr. Geo. Johnson, E5 5s.; Dr. Sydney
Ringer, jE3 3s.; Dr. Lauder Brunton, E5 5s.; Dr. Pye-Smith,
Elo 10s.; Dr. Woodhead, El Is.; Dr- Sherrington, E2 2s.;
Dr. Wilks, f2 2s.; Mr. Bryant, &pound;33s.; Mr. Durham, f5 5s.;
Sir J. Paget, f5 5s.

ANDREW CLARK,
President of the R.C.P. }

THOMAS BRYANT.
President of the R.C.S.

}Presidents of the
Association.

JAMES PAGET, Chairman of Committees.
SAMUEL WILKS, Treasurer.
STEPHEN PAGET, Secretary.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF HYGIENE
AND DEMOGRAPHY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-Will you permit us very briefly to call attention

to the fact that the International Congress of Hygiene and
Demography will open on Aug. 10th next, under the pre-
sidency of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. The various sections
of the Congress are now busily engaged in completing their

2Quoted from my letter on Ship Sanitation addressed to General
Manager, Shipping Federation, London, Feb. 9th, 1891.
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programme, and the names of upwards of 700 delegates
from various corporate and scientific bodies at home and
abroad have already been received. While the success of
the Congress is in a great measure assured by the arrange-
ments already made, we have to point out that the contri-
butions towards the cost of the organisation are not yet
equal to the anticipated expenditure, and we have
reason to believe that a sum of &pound;1500, in addition to
the amount already contributed or promised, will be re-
quired. Hitherto the meetings of this Congress have
been held in countries in which the State has de-
fray ed a portion of the cost; but on this occasion a

government: grant not being available, we are obliged to
appeal for help to public bodies and private individuals
interested in sanitary progress. We shall be thankful if
those who are willing to help us will send their contribution
with the least possible delay. Tickets are now ready, and can
he obtained on application to the Hon. Secretary-General,
‘0, Hanover-square, W. (Member’s ticket &pound;1 ; ticket for
lady accompany ing gentleman 10s.) Ladies and gentlemen
who intend to be present at the Congress will greatly
facilitate the work of the officers by applying for their
tickets at once. Subscriptions will be received by the
Hon. Secretary- General, Dr. G. V. Poore, or by the following
bankers : Sir Samuel Scott & Co., 1, Cavendish-square, W.,
or Messrs. Prescott, Dimsdale, Cave, Tugwell, & Co., 50,
Cornliill, E.C. We have the honour to remain, Sirs,

Your obedient servants,
DOUGLAS GALTON,

Chairman of the Organising Committee.
W. ROBERT CORNISH,

Chairman of the Finance Committee.
G. V. POORE,

Honorary Secretary-General.

THE USE OF MODIFIED OPIUM SMOKING IN
PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS-The communication of Dr. Dill on the above sub-
ject in THE LANCET of July llth is of great value. I too
have very little faith in the reported evil effects of opium
smokiDg. I have tried it for the relief of pain and have
found it beneficial, though of decidedly feeble action as

a narcotic. In one point, however, Dr. Dill is not quite
satisfactory. What does he mean by the word "smok-
ing’’? As applied to the use of tobacco, the term gene-
rally means simply tobacco burning. Real smoking
means inhaling the tobacco into the air passages, not

simply drawing the smoke into the mouth and puffing it
out again. This latter process is that which is adopted
by the great majority of smokers of tobacco. Inhaling
the fumes produces in the case both of tobacco and of
opium much more marked effects. It is this that the
Cbinaman does. He does not 11 swallow " the smoke, but
he " inhales "it. It seems to me that merely " mouthing"
the smoke of the medicated tobacco mentioned by Dr. Dill
cannot be nearly so useful for the object he has in view as
" inhaling." Perhaps Dr. Dill takes it for granted that all
smokers do thus inhale; but that is not really the case, as
slight observation will prove, and it strikes me that not
only prescribing, but instruction in the use of the remedy
is necessary. r a.m. Sirs. yours trnlv.

W. HENRY KESTEVEN.

PROPOSED INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF
DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES ON THE

GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I wish to ask through your columns each registered
medical practitioner who approves of the petition relating
to the above, and which appeared in THE LANCET of
June 20th, to write his name, qualification, and address on
a piece of foolscap paper, and forward it to me at the
earliest. I have secured the permission of the Privy
Council to gum on signatures to the petition sheet, as if
this were done without permission it would render the
petition useless. A halfpenny stamp will be sufficient

postage. This and the above plan of signing the petition
should encourage the majority of the profession to sign.

I am. Sirs. vours faitbfullv.
ROBERT REID RENTOUL.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Hospital Saturday.
AT a recent meeting of the general committee of the

Hospital Saturday Fund the report of the executive com-
mittee was presented. Among much interesting matter, it
was shown that a contribution of &pound;3134 in the year 1878 had
grown in 1891 to the magnificent amount of &pound;10,867 19s. 3d.,
the popularity of the movement had not been retarded, and
the efficiency of the organisation was still as excellent as,
ever. The proceeds were divided among the various.
charities. An interesting discussion followed the pro..
posal to establish a convalescent home in connexion with
the movement as a memorial of the work done, and as a,
method of dealing with the permanent contributions. The.
subject was referred to the executive committee to consider
and report at a future meeting.

Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital.
The sixty-first annual meeting of the governors was held

on the 14th inst. The report showed that the present num-
ber of in-patients was limited to 55, while the daily average
had been 54. The annual subscriptions this year had been
.62708. The total number of patients treated during the
year was 21,429, an increase over the year before of 830.
The average daily attendance of patients was 127. and the-
average stay of each in-patient was 17 ’93 days; 588 opera.
tions were performed on in-patients, 290 being for the re-
moval of cataract; 3534 patients were supplied with
spectacles during the year. The report further indicated
the vast amount of work that is being done under the
auspices of this valuable charity.

Playing at Hanging.
An inquest was held on the 14th inst. on the body of a boy

aged ten who was found with a rope round his neck, the
opposite end being attached to a bar on the mantelpiece. A.
witness stated that the children were fond of playing at
hanging, the other children being six and two years of age
respectively.

Cycling Accident.
A lamentable accident lately occurred near Stourbridge.

Three cyclists were going up a steep hill, with lamps lighted,
and necessarily at a slow pace. Two carts were descending
the hill, within twenty yards of each other. The night being
dark, the driver of the first shouted that there was another
cart behind, but apparently the warning was unheard or
unheeded. All three cyclists came into collision with the
second cart; one was killed outright, the other two were
seriously injured; while the driver of the cart was thrown
out and sustained very serious injuries. No blame was
attached to anyone.

Responsibilities of Medical Men.
At a meeting of the Birmingham Board of Guardians,

held on the 15th inst., the report of the Central Relief and
Dispensary Committee was read stating that they had
made a complete investigation into the causes of a recent
death, and that no blame was attached to any officers of
the board. They recommended if the parish medical man
or his deputy was not at home the services of a private
practitioner should be obtained in such cases of emergency.
Some discussion followed on the question as to who should
bear the expense, and the report of the committee that ib
should be undertaken at the expense of the board was finally
adopted. An important point is thus conceded to the parish
medical officers and much anxious responsibility saved.
Birmingham, July 16th.

THE SANITARY INSTITUTE.-H.R.H. the Duchess
of Albany has graciously expressed her intention of being
present on Saturday, Tuly 25th, at 3 P.M., to present the
certificates awarded to ladies on a course of lectures oD
Domestic Hygiene.


